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of which was once ruled by a king of its own, had its own
nobles, ministers, a host of other officials and an army of
hundreds of thousands. Since this country was, in the time
of Khuld-Makan (the Emperor Aurangzib), brought
under the sway of one ruler, it is right that the ancient .
families of the realm should be properly looked after, arid
their members according to their individual abilities
should, without preference, be employed in the service of
the Government; but none should have the responsibilities
of more than one office at one time, lest the work should
suffer. Bear this principle in mind, and strongly impress
upon your advisers to keep you in close touch with the
affairs and the requirements of the people.

Eighthly, that since the State of the Deccan is in a
condition of subservience, the respect to the kings, who
are indeed the shadow of God, should never be over-
looked, lest the offenders should stand condemned in the
eyes of God and man. Thus, when Nadir Shah, with an
overwhelming force, reached Delhi and, in his extreme
graciousness, cast his eye on me, he offered me personally
the sovereignty of the Indian Empire. I at once answered,
"By this command no benefit will accrue to either of usr
except that I, as a servant, will merit the notoriety of not
being true to my salt, and your August self the odium of
breach of faith". He was greatly pleased with my reply
and honoured me with his praise. On the next day, he
marched off with his army, and left me as Mukhtdr of my
Sovereign.1

Ninthly, that for the execution of the inferior work do
not look to the high-born, nor for the execution of the
superior work to the low-born, because in both these cases
the work of the State will suffer. Wherefore, you may
ask, was Puran Chand who was not of a status to be
raised to the office of the Dlwam, but was in fact of low

1 The wordings are slightly different in various texts of the
Testament.